
The vision God has given us is not just to impact Crown Heights, it’s to support the work of churches
throughout the city as they serve the poor. Whether it’s through Matt’s work with Tech Bridges or the Boxes of
Love outreach, it’s about bolstering the local church. As we approach Thanksgiving, we thought we would
share with you the impact a Box of Love can make. This is the story of Janice, a Brooklyn woman who was
once the recipient of a Box of Love and now runs a major ministry to the poor herself! This is the impact YOU
are having on New York City. Thank you for making t his vision of empowering local churches a reality!

Janice attended a main line church growing up.  She believed
there was a God, but she didn’t understand that He could be
known.  Being a Christian meant saying grace before meals,
attending church and being good.  As she grew to adulthood,
she drifted away from church attendance.

Janice got married and began to have children.  She had in her
mind the ideal American family – wonderful children, loving
husband, etc. – and she hoped hers would be like that.

Great sadness touched her life when her daughter, Sandra, died
of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome when she was 3 months old.
Janice knew that heaven and hell existed, but she didn’t know
what would become of Sandra.  She cried out to God, “I’ll go

back to church and take the other children if you’ll take Sandra to heaven.”  Janice experienced a strong
personal presence of God – in her heart she heard Him say, “She’s already here with me.”

Comforted and determined to fulfill her church-going promise, she began to attend various churches in her
Brooklyn neighborhood.  She tried many, but when she walked into one in particular, she knew it was the place
for her.  She remembers, “I felt God’s presence there, in the church, the way I had on my knees.  I knew that
these were His people and this was His place.”  She began to open her heart to the Lord.

As Janice grew in her journey with God, her marriage relationship was deteriorating.  Then, with four young
children, she became a single parent.  She was devastated – it was a very lonely time.  Her dreams of living
like the ideal American family were dashed.  And her finances became very tight.

At that pivotal moment, Janice was offered a Box of  Love through her church.  She remembers, “Though
I felt my family had fallen apart, it was like God was saying to me, ‘You still belong to a family, the family of
God.  They’ll be here for you.  I know you’re having a hard time.  Here’s something to help.’”

Soon after, Janice returned to college and equipped herself to support her family.  Knowing how important it
was to her to receive resources during her time of need, she began to gather resources like clothing,
food and furniture to pass on to others who were in  need.   Her efforts have now grown into a full-fledged
ministry of the church!

As Janice got more and more involved with the church, she joined its staff.  She and a fellow-worker fell in
love, and she is now happily re-married.  Her children, now grown, are doing well. 

Please pray that God would bless the Boxes of Love Outreach this Thanksgiving and that many lives
would be touched, just like Janice’s. 
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We have a vision, a beautiful vision of a church in our
community of Crown Heights where Christ is exalted and
glorified. It is a place where all are welcome. It is a place
that is not about the practice of religion and tradition but a
commitment to discipleship, which is simply following the
Jesus of the scriptures. Ultimately, it is a church that helps
bring radical transformation to our community. 

For some time now we have had the sense that God is at
work, creating a place that is the realization of this vision.
Our prayer has been that if it’s already here in the form of
an existing church, that he would lead us to it. Or, if it’s a
church that is yet to be, that he would help us to connect
with those He’s appointed to lead it. We’ve even gone so
far as to pray for those leaders, whoever they should be.

To be clear, we do not think that God is calling us to start a new church but we are willing to be part of such an
endeavor. 

We still feel God leading us to be part of a church in Crown Heights, no matter how difficult that may be. After a
period of visiting churches and regularly attending one for the past few months, we still don't feel like we've
found a permanent church home. It feels a bit naive and reckless to have so much hope and longing. But the
scriptures remind us that “hope [in Christ] does not disappoint.” We can hope without fear. 

In the waiting, we continue to share Christ with the people God has brought into our lives. But oh, how we long
for an authentic Christian community to be part of and to welcome others into. A place where they can see the
Gospel lived out. A place where our neighbors can come to faith and grow in faith. A place where they will
eventually invite others to hear the good news that is the Gospel.

On Tuesday mornings, when I take the kids to story time at our little
local library, I look around and see so many women who I would
love to invite to church. I dream of a church where the recent
immigrant from the Caribbean, the Latina grandmother and the
mother with a background not much different from my own would all
worship our God together. I long to invite them to the fellowship of
the church.

Please don’t think that there aren’t good, fruitful churches here.
There are. We just believe that there is a place for a church that will
passionately reach out to those who would not enter the doors of a
more traditional church – for a variety of reasons that I won’t go into
here. It is a place that would be welcoming to parents with young
children, something we have very rarely seen.

Would you join us in praying for the realization of  this vision?
Your prayers have already moved mountains in this
community. Together, let’s move more!
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