
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
On June 25, a mission team from West End Presbyterian Church in Richmond, VA joined our church, Greater Restoration 
Baptist, in a major outreach event at Brower Park in Crown Heights. The BBQ was a success from start to finish and we 
thought we would share with you how God answered each of our prayers! 

 
Answered Prayer #1: No Problems with the Police 
When you have an event at Brower Park, you have to be flexible 
with your plans because the rules that govern park activities are 
arbitrarily enforced. For that reason, we had a contingency plan to 
grill at the church and shuttle in the food if the police decided that 
grilling was not allowed that day – which they did. At times, they 
also don’t allow more than 30 or so people to congregate at one 
time. However, as soon as the police heard that we were from 
Greater Restoration, they told us that they know our pastor and 
that we were doing something positive. They said that as long as 
we didn’t grill or play loud music, we could draw as big a crowd 
as we liked! 
 
Answered Prayer #2: Plenty of Food 
This was the first time that our church has planned an outreach this 

big. Over 300 invitations were given out in the community through our church members and the mission team. In fact, the 
mission team gave out 200 goodie bags with Powerade, candy and gospel coloring books for kids that were donated by 
Here’s Life Inner City. In the end, we served up over 250 hot dogs, 100 pieces of chicken and a pork shoulder. By the 
time the event ended, we had exactly one hot dog left!  
 
Answered Prayer #3: Weather 
It may have been hot outside but the weather couldn’t have been any 
more perfect right up until the end of our event, which went from 1-4 
p.m. At 4 o’clock on the dot, right as we were starting to clean up, 
there was a huge rainstorm!  
 
Answered Prayer #4: Empowerment 
Our church is a small one and it wouldn’t have been possible to host an 
event this large without the mission team. Thanks West End! While the 
mission team members served food, organized games and painted the 
kids’ faces, it allowed our church members to engage in meaningful 
conversation with all our neighbors. The Lord also empowered  
members of our church to have a prayer station where anyone could  
come up and be prayed for. This was a first for our church. 
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Answered Prayer #5: Fruit  
Our prayer was that the Lord would allow us to reach out to our neighbors and that people would see Jesus as we both 
served and played together. Specifically, three of our neighbors attended – two from our apartment building and one from 
across the street, as well as several other folks that we regularly see along our route from our apartment to our church. 
Now, instead of just seeing our neighbors and having casual conversation, we’re able to engage with them in a deeper 
way. Also, another great aspect of this outreach was Anna’s getting to work with Lillian, a retired member of our church, 
to plan the event. Lillian gave us some invaluable cultural advice that allowed us to hold an event that would be well 
received by our community.  
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·  We praise God for how well Matt’s summer internship program is going. Two young men from the 
neighborhood – Tyshawn and Kenford – are spending 40 hours a week with Matt at Queens office. Pray for God’s 
continued blessing on this ministry and we’ll bring you a full update next month. 

 
·  Pray for our spiritual, physical and emotional health and that we would take proactive steps to lead healthy lives. 

It’s so easy for us to set aside important practices when we get busy with ministry “tasks.” 
 

·  Praise God for all the wonderful conversations that Anna is having with women at our local playground. Pray that 
the folks she encounters would see Jesus and want to visit our church. 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for your partnership!  
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