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One thing under-resourced communities rarely ladiquor stores. You
might walk fifteen blocks to find a grocery stobeit there’s usually a
liquor store within five. Not surprisingly, theseeset corners become
informal gathering spots in the community.

The week before Christmas, as Thomas and | detiesenemade treats
to neighbors, we found ourselves on one such coltn@as not our
planned destination but | now know that it was mdG plans for the
day. Before we left the house, | prayed with Thothas God would
bless our conversations and that we would be aldbare the gospel in
both word and deed. He honored that prayer almasieidiately.

Around the corner from our apartment there is cer@tlgman who Matt
and | visit with often. As we delivered pumpkin adeand started talking, | suddenly found myselfagregl in a lively
discussion about his perception that God seematu to discipline and punish people more than tbeen. It started to
make sense to me that he would see God this wakiefbas experienced many trials in this life. As @onversation
came to an end, | was greatly encouraged by tHedbhope and lightness on his face as | sharedtaimw our Holy
God chose not to punish us, though we are sinfulghve us an opportunity to know him, throughgherifice of His
son, Jesus Christ.

Thomas and | continued walking and soon came upotooal liquor store. We saw a woman who somedirisits our
church. As we chatted, another friend of hers chynend introduced herself. Even more people camehwyknew each
other and the atmosphere became quite festive.dnip got to meet more women in the community evite them to
church, but I also found out some needs of theigghbers. One person needed some help cleaning setaey're
disabled. Another needed prayer for an upcomingesyr Yet another shared about a struggle withralcaddiction. It
was a great opportunity to just be present andiwtie Lord work.

I love the fact that God is going about the workdidwing all men to himself. It is He who is moviagd all we have to
do is be faithful to go where He would have us gd e messengers of good news.

Praise God! One of our ministry partners made gelaonation that allowed me to purchase five breawd computers for
our church. I'm extremely excited because | thimkl@& going to use these computers in big wayst odty will the
youth in the after-school program have more computework on, enabling them to learn more quickiyt | will be
starting a new ministry at our church. In the cagmmonth, | will be opening up our church two Saayrdnornings a
month as a Community Computer Center. Like muchladt we do, this is the result of listening to tieeeds of our
community and working with you, our ministry pantseto find a way to respond.



Here is a sampling of the many ways that these atenp will be used:

Teaching computer skills to youth, who have litiiEzess to computers, will help keep them fromrfglli
further behind youth in more affluent communities.

| cannot tell you how many times | get asked bylado help them learn how to use a computer, ntdny
whom want to learn basic skills that will help tharith gaining employment. Now, I'll be able to resyl to
that need.

After the Saturday morning adult classes, we’llropp the Center for anyone in the community, cngpadi
great opportunity to develop relationships with pleovho wouldn’t normally come into the church.
The Saturday hours also provide an opportunityrfends, ministry partners and neighbors to volant
just hang out at the Center and be part of whati&dding through our church.

This Center will be a laboratory, enabling me tatewe learning so that | can help other churchésew
York and around the country set up computer labs.

Ultimately, it's not just about computers. It's abmviting people to know Jesus. Please prayHisr dutreach and that
God would use it for his glory. Pray for volunteerelp me with set-up, maintenance and teacHagges. Pray that
when people step through the doors of our churalséothe computers, that they sense God and hanges. Finally,
please pray for relationships to develop and tratywill come to personally know the saving gratdesus Christ.

The institution of Sunday School began as a liteogram. Churches listened to the needs of
their communities and found that people neededdamlhow to read. In response, they decided td tgacacy classes
before church services on Sunday mornings usin@itile. That's how the ministry of Sunday Schookwarn. Perhaps
in 10 years, a community computer center in a dhasgcan outreach tool won't be such an uncommag.thi

Thank you for all the prayers for “Mike,” the younzan whose story we shared in our last newslétieis
continuing to grow stronger and has just moved hd?ease pray that God would protect Mike and duisilfy
from his attackers because they are not in jagdoAplease pray that God would quickly providerstfiloor
apartment for the family. They are currently ontiied floor and it takes several men to carry Mikeand down
the stairs in his wheelchair.

Praise God for great outreach through our churecingthe holidays. There are a lot of new face$Sanday and
we pray that folks would continue coming and geteriavolved.

Pray that we would see prayer as God’'s work antdwtbavould pray before we act. We want to growhia t
important discipline of prayer.
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