
The holidays are always full of practical opportunities to minister to those in need. Thanks to your ongoing partner-
ship and prayers, you were part of all kinds of ministry here in New York. Here are just three of the things that we
were able to accomplish together!

Days before Thanksgiving, over 600 volunteers came out for the annual
Here's Life Box of Love Outreach, including dozens of partner ministry
representatives.  Matt supervised one of the three main areas of the out-
reach.  Despite the bleak economy, or perhaps in spite of it, generous
donors enabled us to pack 4,000 Boxes of Love that day- ham, vegetables
and other food for a Thanksgiving meal for a family of six. Each box also
contained Gospel materials. Later that day, each partner ministry delivered
these Boxes of Love to people in their community who they knew to be in
need. Meeting the felt needs of the people is only one aspect of this out-
reach. Each partner ministry came to a pre-Box of Love training event
where they practiced sharing the Gospel for when they delivered the Boxes.
On average, each ministry saw nine people accept Christ into their lives out
of the roughly 36 families they served.  Even better, these new believers
naturally connect with the church that delivered the Box of Love to them.  

In December, the New York Here's Life office received a phone call from Tyson. Tyson wanted to give us 20,000 lbs. of
chicken for our partner ministries to distribute to needy families.  We contacted the New York Giants football team
to see if they would be willing to help.  Not only the Giants pitched in to help, but the Food Bank for New York City
(where Anna used to work) partnered with us as well.  It was an exciting day which culminated with a press confer-
ence in our warehouse.  It was another great way to provide assistance to families struggling to feed their families in these
tough times.

In our neighborhood, Anna was able to coordinate a special outing
for the young people in Sunday School at our church. Thanks to the
generous gifts of partners like you, Anna hosted a Christmas
dinner for ten youth and took them to The Nutcracker. This was
the first time that most of the youth had seen a ballet and surprising-
ly, they were captivated throughout the entire performance. As a
special treat, they were even able to meet one of the dancers, our
friend Karen Lacy, who had secured the tickets for us. Thanks,
Karen! And thank YOU for allowing us to share this experience
with the kids. 
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Here’s What You Did Over the Holidays!



As some of you know, we have been struggling with certain aspects of our church here in Crown Heights. Specifically,
we’ve been concerned about the future viability of the church and the ongoing lack of space and resources for children
and young families. 

In the past few months, we’ve been seeking God’s direction on whether or not to stay at the church. This has included
long conversations with our pastor. For quite a while, God was silent on the matter and we forged ahead, desiring to be
faithful in the place where he had us.

In recent weeks, however, we clearly felt the Lord telling us to let go and move on. As such, we have said our
goodbyes to the members of Greater Restoration and have peace that we are on the right path. This doesn’t mean
that the relationships we have made there will come to an end but we won’t be a regular part of the church.

We want to be clear that our calling and commitment to the Crown Heights community has in no way changed. We
still have complete confidence that this is where we are meant to live and serve as neighbors. As such, it is our sincere
desire to find a church in the community and we have already begun visiting local churches. 

Please pray for us as we seek the Lord’s place for us. At a time when so much of our ministry is to young families in the
community, it is really important to us to find a place where we can confidently invite them. Statistically, there just aren’t
a lot of young families at churches in the inner-city and finding a place where our family and others will be able to thrive
is not easy. This may require a great deal of time and even a temporary church home until God plants us firmly in the
community.

Please know that we will continue to minister in Crown Heights. Anna is about to begin an intensive discipleship program
with a group of teen girls. Matt will continue to mentor the young men that interned with him this past summer. We will
also continue to be neighbors to all those that God introduces us to in the community. 

Thank you in advance for your prayers. They are what lift us up each day and propel us to move forward in faith. 

· Please join us in praising God for Matt’s full recovery from the depression that he had been experiencing. The
heaviness began to lift in December and was completely gone by January. Thank you for interceding for him!

· We’re also excited to announce that Anna is 13 weeks pregnant and will be due at the end of August. Please pray
for a healthy pregnancy. 
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