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2008 Tech Bridges Summer Internship Program

July 7" marked the beginning of the 2008 Tech Bridges
Summer Internship Program, and the start of my favorite
weeks in ministry ever! Thanks to generous ministry part-
ners like you, we saw God provide the funding to hire two
interns for the summer, an increase of one over last year.
The hiring process began in May with an interest meeting
at our church for teenagers in the community. The event
was also an opportunity for me to teach resume and job
interview skills. After the rounds of resumes and job inter-
views, Kenford 16, and Tyshawn, 17, stood out as the
best candidates. We celebrated their selection by going
out to dinner at a favorite spot in the community. While
the interns play an important role in helping me with the
huge task of refurbishing computers, my main objective
is to make sure that the internship prepares them to be
successful young men.

Tyshawn & Kenford in the control room of Saturday N ight Live

The three of us on a private tour of the NBC studio  s.

Program Highlights

The internship was six weeks long, 9am-5pm,
Monday through Friday.

The boys began the program not knowing how to
refurbish a computer and ended up with eighteen
fully refurbished computers that are ready to go
out to after- school programs. What a huge ac-
complishment!

The boys also helped me with a variety of
hands-on projects that built their workplace skills.
Mentoring activities included a weekly Bible
study, business culture and office etiquette dis-
cussions, and life skills training such as commu-
nication skills and personal budgeting.

We went on two incredible field trips to the NBC and Bloomberg headquarters to give Kenford and
Tyshawn exposure to the corporate world of Information Technology. We toured the offices, computer
rooms and data centers, as well as met with employees of these companies to learn more about their
careers. Special thanks to Brandon Edling and Luke Anderson for hosting us!

The boys earned a special end-of-internship trip to Six Flags to celebrate all they had accomplished.



Kenford and Tyshawn Speak Up

My name is Tyshawn McGee , and | am seventeen years old. | live in Crown
Heights, Brooklyn. | am a youth development technology intern for Matt Shenk. |
work at the Here's Life Inner City office, located in Long Island City, Queens. It's
the perfect job for me. | had hoped for a job this summer, that's easy but effective.
For example, I've learned a lot from this job and | am not overwhelmed with tons of
work to be completed. | also hoped to get in classes about computers before | go to
college, and this internship has helped me succeed in my short term goal of learn-
ing about computers. | love this job because of the enthusiastic people in this work
environment which help make my day so much easier.

I have really enjoyed participating in this six week internship, especially with my
best friend Kenford Lynch as my partner. Kenford and I live on the same block, and in the same building. We
have known each other since we were nine years old. We have a whole lot of fun working together because we
have been friends for so long that together our strengths make up for our weaknesses. But basically at work
we refurbish computers or upgrade them. We first connect the computers up with the mouse, keyboard, speak-
ers, monitor, and other cords. We erase the hard drive or reformat it then add mostly free software. These in-
clude Windows 2000, Open Office, Paint.net, Bible Pro/Bible Web, Tux Type and Firefox. We download all of
these programs, and then update the internet explorer to the most recent edition. But at work we don't just fix
computers we learn about the Lord also. Matt teaches us about the bible and preaches different bible verses
everyday. On Wednesdays we have bible study. We read our bibles and talk seriously on things that could
make us better people. Matt is always teaching us good etiquette even if we don'’t like his long speeches, but it
helps us in the long run. We even go on trips, too. We went to big time office companies such as Bloomberg
and NBC. Those experiences were really cool and educational. Plus, in the future this job will look good on my
college and other job applications. Matt always asks for suggestions to make this job easier on all of us. Over-
all I love this job and I look forward to working with Matt and Kenford again next summer.

Hi, my name is Kenford Lynch .1 am one of Matt Shenk’s interns for the summer.
At this internship | learned how to refurbish old computers by using David's Boot
and Nuke program, and after that | installed Windows 2000 to the computers. When
Windows 2000 is finished | get the internet working, then | download several
programs such as Paint.net, Bible pro, Open Office, Spy Bot, Tux Type, and
Firefox. Being at this summer internship is great for me because | get to learn more
about computers. | learned how to act in an office environment, and what to wear in
an office. | learned a lot about God and what God is all about.

Working for Matt is fun. Matt Shenk is very funny and a nice person to have as a
boss. Working with my best friend Tyshawn McGee has been great experience. We
have been on trips to NBC and Bloomberg. In the future this summer internship would look good on our job
and college applications. Many kids my age don’t have the opportunity to work in an office for the summer.
This job puts me ahead of other kids.

Thanks for the part yoplayed in enabling these young men to have
such a great summer!
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